FLEET  CANAL  AND  THAMES  QUAY
*Sr
'There comes in my way a businesse that concernes Ye
Church of St. Paules, in wch I desire to have Yr thoughtes and
concurrence, or else to relinquish it as you shall Judge best
for the interest of ye Church. The City are falling upon
making the wharf from the Temple to ye bridge, and they carry
the Water Line farther out into the River and make it generally
straighter, the old line being very irregular; at the mouth of
Bridewell Dock it will be 80 foot or more farther into the
Thames, in other places, 40, 20, and sometimes lesse, at
Paules Wharfe it will be about 30 foot. Eastward of the
Staire stood the great Crane wch was erected to raise the
great stones of the Portick.1 It stood upon part of the City
wast, part upon another man's ground induced to suffer it,
as I am informed, at ye request of the Archbishop. Westward
of this Crane to Barnard's Castle are all Tenants to the Church
of Paules.
'The Intention of the City in carrying on this wharfe into the
Thames, is pretended to be for the King's satisfaction (and it is
trew that he likes it) but it is more their own advantage; for
being allowed publique mony to buy out2 men's interest in
order to make the 40 ft passage of the Key according to the
Act, they will save much of the mony and make the additional
ground pay for what they take upon the score of melioration
and soe suffering men that have not yet built to come forward
within forty foot of the new Line they will have back ground to
lay their comodities, and those that have already built conform-
able to ye distance of 40 foot from ye old line and so stande
behind their neighbours will enclose courts before their houses
to make up the range.
'This is the designe but it cannot be effected without a Grant
under the broad seale to the City of soe much of the soyle of the
River as shall be taken in by this new line.
*This Grant the City are passing, I interposed that there
1 Inigo Jones's portico.
* This is an error, as purchase was not mentioned in the Act,
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